
For The Active AttorneyAUTUMN 2008

AND TELLER

MOTION
VOL.l. NO.2

PE

BY DEBRA TALcon

U
sing handwriting analysis to solve a legal case is not just the
stuff of made-for-TV movies. Just ask Ruth Holmes, owner of
Pentec, Inc. I the faren ic and personnel can ulting firm she
operates in Bloomfield Hills.

"There are two distinct area that en­
tail handwriting in the legal arena;' ay
Holme. "One is document examination
for authenticity and establi bing the iden­
tity of the writer. The other is handwriting
evaluation for per anality used in jury and
trial consulting."

Holme ay the American media, in
their que t for information, tends to blend
the e two area of handwriting experti e
in coverage of well-known ca e such as
the anthrax letters, the Jon Benet Ram ey
ransom note, and the multiple identitie of
Clark Rockefeller, the Boston man charged

recently with kidnapping his daughter.
ince Holme work in both document

examination and handwriting evaluation,
he refers to herself as a handwriting' ex­

cuniner."
HolInes, who has provided her exp rti e

on a va t number of ca e over the la t 25
year , fir t erved a an expert witne s in
1986, after completing a 3-year appren­
ticeship with a court-qualified document
examiner. She i certified by the ation­
al A ociation of Document Examiners
( AOE) and the American Board of Fo­
ren ic Examiner (ABFE). In 2002 Holme

wa accepted for member hip in the Mich­
igan-ontario Identification A ociation
(M IA), a divi ion of the International As­
sociation of Identification (lAI).

Attorneys and law enforcement agencie
seek the forensic ervices of a handwriting
examiner when they need to authenticate a
ignature, writing, or number that appear

on documents that are in que tion uch
a forged hecks, wills, deed , contract,
tock tran fer , or beneficiary forms. Po-

lice ca e often involve identifying per­
ons re pon ible for bomb threats, drug

record ,anonymou letters, prison notes,
uicide annotations, car paper fraud, and

graffiti. Employers in the busine sec­
tor might consult a handwriting examiner
to verify signature , date , and figures on
document uch as employment appli-
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